l8                                       A   NEW  ACCOUNT

Three Leagues to the Southward of Diamond Island, lies a Reef of Rocks
a League long, but they do not appear above Water, tho3 they are
conspicuous at all Times by the Sea breaking on them. There is a good
Chanel between the Island and them, above a League broad, and 11 or 12
Fathoms deep; the Rocks are called the Legatti, or, in English., the

CHAPTER XXXVI

Gives an Account of the famous Kingdom of Pegu, its Situation and Product, with its Laws,
Customs, and Religion, and some histoncal Accounts of their Temples and Gods, of Occurrences and
Revolutions in the State, and how it became a Pwvince of the Kingdom ofBarma.

THE Sea-coast from Negrais to Syrian Bar, is in the Dominions of Pegu,
there are some of the Mouths of Pegu River open on that Coast into
the Sea.   Dolla is the first, about fifty Miles to the Eastward of
Negtais.   China Backaar is another about forty Miles to the Eastward of
Dolla, and between these Openings there is a dangerous Bank of black
Sand, that runs four or five Leagues out into the Sea3 and so far off there
are but 14 Foot Water. About 60 Miles to the Eastward of China Backaar,
is the Bar of Syrian, the only Port now open for Trade in all the Pegu
Dominions.

If by Accident a Ship bound to Syrian, be driven a League or two to the
Eastward of that River's Mouth, a strong Tide carries her on hard Sands
till she sits fast on them, for Anchors are of no Use to stop them, because of
the Rapidity of the Current; at low Water the Ships are dry when on
those Sands, and the Sea leaves them, and retires 5 or 6 Leagues, at which
Time the shipwrackt Men walk on the Sands toward the Shore for their
Safety, for the Sea comes back with so much Noise, that the roring of
the Billows may be heard ten Miles off, for a Body of Waters comes rolling
in on the Sand, whose Front is above two Fathoms high, and whatever
Body lies in its Way it overturns, and no Ship can evade its Force, but in
a Moment is overturned, this violent Boer the Natives call a Mackrea.

About six Leagues from the Bar of Pegu River, is the City of Syrian, it is
built near the River's Side on a rising Ground, and walled round with a
Stone-wall without Morter. The Governor, who is generally of the Blood-
royal, has his Lodgings in it, but the Subui bs are four Times bigger than
the City. It was many Years in Possession of the Portuguese, till by their
Insolence and Pride they were obliged to quit it.

The ancient City of Pegu stands about forty Miles to the Eastward of